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Program: CET Prague

Course Code / Title: (PR/POLI 370) Information as Power: Propaganda, Fake News, and
Disinformation in the Modern World

Total Hours: 45

Recommended Credits: 3

Primary Discipline / Suggested Cross Listings: Political Science / History, Communications,
International Relations

Language of Instruction: English

Prerequisites / Requirements: None

Description

The course focuses on propaganda, disinformation and other tools of information manipulation.
Participants will be introduced to a theoretical discussion about propaganda and its impacts on
various audiences. The overview of historical examples allows them to understand how this
instrument evolved, and the attention to the current situation will provide them with insight about
thinking and research of this issue. Special attention will be dedicated to practical examples of how
to counter this phenomenon on a personal, state, and societal level.

Objectives
By the end of this course students will be able to:
e describe various aspects of propaganda
identify and apply key concepts of propaganda
summarize historical developments and present situations in the realm of propaganda
evaluate various methods to counter propaganda and disinformation
compare and critique current debates led by experts and researchers in this field

Course Requirements

Class structure:
e Lecture
« Discussion about the week’s mandatory reading
« Student’s presentation and debate on selected topic relevant to the current discussion
about propaganda

Graded assignments:

e In-class presentation and debate on the week's topic

Short presentation (15-20 minutes) summarizing key arguments of the selected topic, lead
and stimulate the subsequent debate on the given topic. Students will select their preferred
topic during the first lecture.
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o Midterm exam

The midterm written exam will focus on topics discussed in lectures in the first part of the
semester with emphasis on terminology.

o Final project - Essay

The final project is a 6-7 page-long essay on a topic selected by each student (with
professor approval).

e Final project — Presentation of the Essay’s topic

Each student will prepare a presentation (10-15 minutes) on the topic of their essay. The
goal is for each student to receive critical feedback from the teacher and classmates.

Students are expected to attend each class and field study course component, as outlined in the
CET Attendance Policy. Students are expected to read all assigned materials before the relevant
class session and come prepared to participate thoughtfully in class discussions.

Grading

Class participation 20%
In-class presentation on the week's topic 20%
Midterm exam 20%
Final project — Essay 30%
Final project — In class presentation of the Essay’s topic 10%
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Outline of Course Content

Topic 1 — Introduction to terminology and key concepts

Topic 2 — Manipulation techniques

Topic 3 — Propaganda in history | - From early ages to World War |

Topic 4 — Propaganda in history Il - Totalitarian regimes and World War |l
Topic 5 — Propaganda in history Ill — Cold War

Topic 6 — Chinese propaganda

Topic 7 — Propaganda in the 21st century
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Topic 8 — Presentation and discussion of final projects (essay topics)

Topic 9 — Fake news in times of conflict

Topic 10 — Introduction to Human-Centric Design and Social Media Project to Combat
Disinformation

Topic 11 — How to fight propaganda on state and societal level



